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HEALTH, AUSTRALIAN HEALTH CARE AGREEMENT FUNDING 

1. Mr M.F. BOARD to the Minister for Health: 
I think this is the first question I have given the minister notice of.  I refer the minister to his announced health 
budget of $2.652 billion for 2003-04. 

(1) Has the minister factored into that amount any funding provided under the Australian Health Care 
Agreement, which is currently being offered by the Commonwealth for 2003-08? 

(2) If so, how much commonwealth funding under this agreement has been factored into the 2003-04 state 
budget?   

Mr R.C. KUCERA replied: 
I thank the member for Murdoch for asking the question and also for putting it on notice, because it allows me to 
highlight the $1 billion shortfall.  Frankly, it is as simple as that. 

(1) The state budget includes an estimate of the funding to be provided under the Australian Health Care 
Agreement in 2003-04.  At the time of preparing the budget papers, the Commonwealth had not yet 
presented its offer, so the estimate in the budget does not reflect the commonwealth offer.   

(2) The estimate presented in the budget is calculated on the basis of the extension of the current 
agreements.  The 2003-04 estimate is $733.9 million, which is consistent with the Commonwealth’s 
forward estimates from its 2002-03 budget. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I am not deaf, but I cannot hear what the minister is saying.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I presume the member cannot hear because people are mumbling in the gallery and 
around the Chamber.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I apologise.  The State’s 2003-04 funding commitment for health services will not be 
affected by the quantum of commonwealth Australian Health Care Agreement funding.  Unlike the 
Commonwealth, we have to honour our forward estimates, and we do honour them.  The Western Australian 
forward estimate is $733.9 million in the first year.  The commonwealth offer now shows $731.3 million.  In the 
second year, $781.8 million is the forward estimate, and the commonwealth offer is $773.8 million.  In the 
following year, the forward estimate is $832.8 million, and the commonwealth offer is $818.3 million.  I will not 
go through the entire five-year period, but it is clearly evident that a falling amount of money is coming in from 
the Commonwealth.  At the end of the day, if I can go back to what I said earlier and what I said two weeks ago, 
in the same week that we spoke to Senator Patterson, John Howard killed off Medicare.  This will simply help to 
bury the public hospital system.   
 


